ucall himoYie of 


I 


For Hie is wife, if I can iudge of her, 
and faire /lie is, if that mine eyes be true, 
and true lire is, as /lie hath proou’dhcrfelfe ; 

And therefore like herfelfe, wife, faire, and true, 

£ha!l /he be placed in my conftant foulc. Enter lefftca. 

What, art thou come, on gentleman, away, 

our masking mates by this time for vs na)\ Exit. 

Enter AMhonio. 

tAn. Whole there ? 

^ra.- Signior i^^nthonio i 

A»tb. Fic,fieGratiano, where arc all the reft? 

Tis nine a clocke, our friends all flay for you. 

No maske to night, the wind is come about 
"Siffamo prefently will goe abord, 

I haue lent twentie out to feeke for you. 

Gra. I am glad ont, I defire no more delight 
then to be vnderlailc, and gone to night. Exeunt. 
. Enter Por/M with Morrocho and both 
theyr traines. 

Tor. Goe, draw alide the curt aines and dilcouer 
the feuerall caskets to this noble Prince : 

Now make your choyfe. 

Aior. This firfl: of gold, who this inlcription beares. 
Who choofeth me, fhall gainc what many men defire. 
The fecond filuer, which this promife carried 
Who choolcth me, fhall get as much as he delerucs. 
This third, dull lead, with warning all as blunt, 

Who choolcth me, mull giue and hazard all be hath. ' 
How lhall I know if/ doe cboole the right? 

Eor. The one of theth containcs mypifture Prince, 
ifyou choofe that, then f am yours withall. 

Some God direft my judgement, Jet me lee, 

1 will (uruay th inferiptionSj back againcj 
what faies this leaden casket i ° . 

Who choofeth me, mull giue and hazard all he hath. 
Mull giue, for what ? for lead, hazard for lead ?■ 

This casket threatens men that hazard all 


doe 


ter^janiofPemce, 

doc it iti hop® of faire aduahtage^ ^rnlTe 

Igoldenmindeftoppesnottofo^^^^^^ 

He then nor giue nor nazard ought foi lead. 

What fayes the filuer with her virgin hue. 

Who chLfeth me, lhal get as defemes. 

As much as he dcferucs, paufe there U^orocho, 
and weigh thy valcw with an cuen hand. 

If thou beefl rated by thy ellimation 
thou dootl deferuc enough, and yet enough 
May not extend fo farre as to the Ladie : 

And yet to beafeard of itiy deferumg 
were but a weakc difablmg of my felft. 

As much as I deferuc, why thats the Ladic. 

9 doc in birth deferuc her, and m fortunes, 
in graces, and in qualities of breeding • 
but more then thclc, in louc /doe dclcrue, 
what if / ftraid no farfocr, but chofe hcere ? 

Lets fee once more this faying grau’d in gold: 

Who choofeth me lhall gainc what many men dclirc ; 
Why thats the Ladic, all the world defires her. 

From the foure corners of the earth they come 
to kilTe this Ihrinc, this mortall breathing Saint. 

The Hircanion dclerts, and the vaflie Wildes 
Of wide Arabia arc as throughfares now 
for Princes to come view faire Portia, 

The waterie Kingdomc, whole ambirious head' 

Spets in the face of hcauen, is no barre 

T o Hop the forraine foirits, but they come 

as ore a brooke to lee faire 

One of tilde three containcs her heauenly pift ure. 

7ft like that leade containcs her, twere damnation 
to thinke fo bale a thought, it were too grolte 
to ribb her foreclotli in the obfeure graue, 

Or lhall I thinke in filuer Ihees immurd 
becing tenne times vndervalewed to tridc gold, 

O finful thought, neuer fo rich a /cm 

vvas fet in worfc then gold. They' haue in England \ 
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